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PS 124

Calculating Pi
Directions: Using the circular objects you brought in from home, measure the diameter and circumference in centimeters using tape measures or use string. Finally, divide the circumference by the diameter using a calculator. 

Hints:
· Your number should be a little bit more than 3-very close to the constant ratio pi. The more accurate your measurements, the closer to pi (3.14) you will be!
· Recall that diameter is the distance across a circle and circumference is the distance around the circle. 

· Carefully wrap string around the circumference of your circular object. (Ask a partner to help.) Cut the string when it is exactly the same length as the circumference. Now take your “string circumference” and stretch it across the diameter of your circular object. Cut as many “string diameters” from your “string circumference” as you can. How many diameters could you cut? Compare your data with others. What do you notice?
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What do you notice about the data?
